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January 12, 1870
A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps and A. Stewart, about
not placing a restrictive clause in the deed of the Suydam farm that
it cannot ever be sold by Hope College.
Archives of Hope College.
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65.
Holland Mich
Jan: 12/ 1870
Dr. P Phelps
and
Revd A. Stewart
Dear Brethren.
See here an additional line to the Copy of the resolutions for Mr J Suydam:
Please correct or add as you think best and r will add it to a copy of the resolutions which you send me: Yours etc
A C Van Raalte
D B
We are sending hereby with deepfelt gratitude the above copy of the resolutions passed by the council of Hope College: We are glad however: that the
President, if the Lord permits, will have an opportunity to hand over the same,
and to explain in connection with the thrid resolution, the difficulty of the
council; feeling that the interests of the Institute may demand the sale of the
property: and that the chairman in recommending the prohibition has not reflected
on the obligation resting on the farm, by the investment of $6000.--Endowment
moneys through the Board of Direction: about which Dr Phelps will explain the
historical circumstances.
With high esteem
Your Gratefull Brethren
ACVR
N.B. The proposed change of Br: Steward I have accepted except where it speaks
only in my own name and not what the Council said. I do not remember that the
Council has spoken about my not reflecting on the obligation resting upon the farm.
Yours etc
A. C. Van Raalte
added by Rev. Stewart
Doctor Van Raalte
Your letter to Mr. Suydam presents but one of the objections of Council to
the proposed restriction. And one too which he would say he would remove by giving
$6000. more. This could increase the embarrassment ten fold, for Council do 2ot
want the restricting clause in the deed at any price.
Would not something like the following do? "The Council have objections to the
clause that binds them never to sell the property. They say that at present they
have no wish to sell it, but that the future with its great changes may render it
either necessary or highly advantageous to do so. I myself did not reflect on the
obligation resting etc"
P.S. If you call a metting of the Ex. Com. please come to my study as I cannot go
out at present.
Yours in truth
A. T. Stewart.

65.
Bolland Mich
Jan: 12 / 1870
'Dr. P Phelps
and
Revd A. Stewart
Dear Brethren.
See here an additional line to the
Copy of the resolutions for Mr J Suydam: Please correct or add as you
think best and I will add it to a copy of the resolutions which you
send me: Yours etc
A C Van Raalte
D B
We are sending hereby with deepfelt gratitude the
above copy of the resolutions passed by the council of Hope College:
We are glad however 1 that the Prosident,if the lord permits,will have
an opportunity to hand over the same, and to explain in connection with
the third resolutiono the difficulty of the council; feeling that the
interests of the Institute may demand the sale of the property: and
that the chairman in recommending the prohibition has not reflected on
the obligation resting on the famby the investment of 6m.-Endowment moneys through the Board of Direction: about which Dr Phelps
will explain the historical eircumetances
With high esteama
Your Grattull Brethren
AOVR
N. B. The proposed change of Br: Steward I have accepted except where
it speaks only in my own name and not what the Council said. I do not
remember that the Council has spoken about my not reflecting igy on
the obligation resting upon the farm
Yours etc
A.G. Van Smite
Added by Rev. Stewart
Doctor Van RaA.te
Your letter to !rms. Suydam presents but one of the
objections of Council to the proposed restriction. And one too which he
would say he would remove by giving $6000. more.Thie could increase the
embarrassment ten fold,for Council do not want the restricting clause in
the deed at any price.
Would not something like the following do? "The Council have
objections to the clause that binds them never to sell the property. They
say that at present they have no wish to sell it,but that the future
with its great changes may render it either necessary or highly advantageous to do so. I myself did not reflect on the obligation resting etc"
p. s. ir you call a meeting of the Ex. Com, please come to my study
as I cannot go out at present.
Y,ure in truth
A. T. Stewart.

70-01-12

[GS65]
Holland Mich
Jan: 12/1870. -

Dr P Phelps
and
Revd A: Stewart'

Dear Brethren.

See here
an additional line to the Copy of the resolutions for Mr J Suydam: Please correct or add
as you think best and I will add it to a copy of the resolutions2 Which you did send me: -yours etc
A C Van Raalte
D.B.3
We are sending hereby with deepfelt gratitude the above copy of the resolutions passed
by the council of Hope College: We are glad however: that the President,4 if the Lord
permits, will have an opportunity to hand over the same, and to explain in connection
with the third resolution, the difficulty of the council; feeling that the interests of the
Institute5 may demand the sale of the property:6 and that the chairman in recommending
the prohibition has not reflected on the obligation resting on the farm, by the investment
of $6000, Endowment moneys through the Board of Direction: about which Dr Phelps
will explain the historical circumstances.
With high esteem
Your Gratefull Brethren
ACVR

Rev. Abel T. Stewart was the pastor of the Hope Reformed Church in Holland at this time.
The resolution that the Council passed at this meeting reads as follows: Resd that these munificent
donations on the part of one of the most liberal benefactor of all the Departments of the Church are hereby
appreciated by the Council 8‘, that we present to James Suydam Esq our most grateful acknowledgement for
his timely ez, valuable gifts, assuring him that he has been the means of securing our real estate purchase &
of freeing the Contingent Fund from a heavy burden of debt. Resd that the tract heretofore known as Hope
Farm hereafter bear the name of the Generous Donor & be called the James Suydam Farm of Hope
College. Minutes of the Council of Hope College, Vol. I, July 12, 1866-June 24, 1890, 82. These records
are located in the Joint Archives, Hope College.
3 "Dear Brother," namely, James Suydam.
4 Philip Phelps, Jr.
5 Van Raalte occasionally uses this term for Hope College.
6 In Van Raalte's letter to Phelps 22 November 1869 may imply that Van Raalte agreed with Suydam to
make die restriction that the farm could never be sold.
2

N. B. The proposed change of Br: Steward I have accepted except where it speaks only
in my own name and not what the Council said: I do not remember that the Council has
spoken about my not reflecting on the obligation resting upon the farm.
Yours etc
A. C. Van Raalte.
[Comments added by Rev. Abel T. Stewart]
Doctor Van Raalte
Your letter to Mr. Suydam presents but one of the objections of Council to the
proposed restriction. And one too which he might say he would remove by giving $6000.
more. This could increase the embarrassment ten fold, for Council do not want the
restricting clause in the deed at any price.'
Would not something like the following do? "The Council have objections to the
clause that binds them never to sell the property. They say that at present they have no
occasion and no wish to sell it, but that the future with its great changes may render it
either necessary or highly advantageous to do so. I myself did not reflect on the
obligation resting etc"
P.S. If you call a meeting of the Ex. Comn. please come to my study as I cannot go out
at present.
Yours in truth
A. T. Stewart

7 The Council members seemed to have adamant that its hands could be fled, preventing a possible future
sale of the property if that ever became desirable. History proved the Council right because the Suydam
Farm never realized the vision Van Raalte and Phelps had for this acreage. Preston Stegenga reported that
"...the Hope Haven Farm was sold during President Kollen's administration. It was sold at an estimated
price of $25,000 to three real estate men, klm C. Post of Holland, Judge Everett of Chicago and George
Birkhoff of Chicago. These men later converted the area into a profitable summer resort." Anchor of
Hope: The History of an American Denominational Institution HOPE COLLEGE (Grand Rapids, 1954),
94.

